
 
Citation Using the 8th edition of the M.L.A.  

  
The MLA (Modern Languages Association) format is used by Humanities courses. The 
examples provided are from the 8th edition and reflect changes from the seventh edition.  
Source: 
The Modern Language Association of America.  MLA Handbook.   8th ed.,  Modern Language  

 
Association of America, 2016. 

  
General Rules for Works Cited 

● begin your Works Cited on a new page; number each page in the upper right-hand               
corner (these pages are the last pages of your essay) 

● the list is alphabetical by author’s last name, or first word of title if there is no author 
● if there is more than one work by the same author, start with the author’s name, and                 

order the entries alphabetically by title (for example, Atwood’s Cat’s Eye would be listed              
before Edible Woman) . 

● titles are italicized and capitalized 
● The second and subsequent line of each entry must be indented (tab once) 
● The Works Cited must be double spaced within and between the citation 

  
The Core Elements 
The core elements of any entry in The Works Cited list are given below in the order in which                    

they should appear. Each element is followed by the punctuation mark shown unless it is the                
final element, which should end with a period. An explanation of each of the elements will be                 
provided. 
  

1. Author. 

     2. Title of Source. 

     3. Title of Container #1, Title of Container 2 ( if applicable-see note), 

     4. Other contributors, 

     5. Version, 

     6. Number, 

     7. Publisher, 

     8. Publication date, 

     9. Location. 



  
 
 

1. Author. 

 
Begin the entry with the author’s last name, followed by a comma and the rest of the name,                  
as presented in the work. End this element with a period (unless a period that is part of the                   
author’s name already appears at the end). 
 
Baron, Naomi S.  “Redefining Reading: The Impact of Digital Communication Media.”  PMLA ,  

 
vol.128, no. 1, Jan. 2013, pp. 193-200. 

 
Jacobs, Alan.  The Pleasure of Reading in an Age of Distraction.   Oxford U P, 2011. 
 
When a source has two authors, include them in the order in which they are presented in the                  
work. Reverse the first of the names as just described, follow it with a comma and and , and give                   
the second name in normal order. 
 
Doris, Michael, and Louise Erdrich.  The Crown of Columbus.   HarperCollins Publishers, 1999. 
 
When a source has three or more authors, begin the entry with the first author’s last name,                 
first name, and follow it with a comma and the term et al (and others). 
 
Burdick, Anne, et al.  Digital_Humanities.   MIT P, 2012. 
 
Authors do not have to be individual persons. A work may be created by a corporate                
author--an institution, an association, a government body, etc. 
 
United Nations.  Consequences of Rapid Population Growth in Developing Countries.   Taylor  

 
and Francis, 1991. 

 
Sometimes a work does not have an author, but has been put together by an editor or editors.                  
Since the editor assembled the work, rather than wrote it, the name is followed by the                
descriptor, “editor.” 
 
Nunberg, Geoffrey, editor.  The Future of the Book.   U of California P, 1996. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

     2. Title of Source. 

 
After the author, the next element included in the entry is the title of the source. Titles are                  
given in the entry in full, exactly as they are found in the source. A title is italicized if the source                     
is self-contained and independent (for example a book, website, television show, movie, etc). 
 
Jacobs, Alan.  The Pleasures of Reading in an Age of Distraction.    Oxford UP, 2011. 
 
 
Hollmichel, Stefanie. So Many Books,   25 April 2013, somanybooksblog.com/2013/04/25/ 

 
the-reading-brain-differences-between-digital-and-print/. 
 

The title of a chapter, a page within a website, an essay, a story, article or poem are placed                   
in quotation marks and the title of the work in italics. 
 
Dewar, James. A., and Peng Hwa Ang.  “The Cultural Consequences of Printing and the  

 
Internet.” Agent of Change: Print Culture Studies after Elizabeth L. Einstein , edited by  
 
Sabrina Alcorn Baron et al., U of Massachusetts P, 2007, pp.365-77. 

 
Hollmichel, Stefanie.  “The Reading Brain: Differences between Digital and Print.”   So Many  

 
Books,  25 April 2013, somanybooksblog.com/2013/04/25/the-reading-brain-differences- 
 
between-digital-and-print/. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

     3. Title of Container, 

 
When the source being documented forms a part of a larger whole, that large whole can be                 
thought of as a container that holds the source. The container is crucial to the identification of                 
the source. The tile of the container is italicized and is followed by a comma, since the                 
information that comes next describes the container.  
 
The container may be a book that is a collection of essays, stories, poems, etc. 
 
Bazin, Patrick.  “Toward Metareading.”  The Future of the Book,   edited by Geoffrey Nunberg, U 

 
 of California P, 1996, pp. 153-68. 

 
 
It may be a periodical (journal, magazine, newspaper), which holds articles, creative writing             
and so on. 
 
Williams, Joy.  “Rogue Territory.”  The New York Times Book Review,  9 Nov. 2014, pp. 1 +. 
 
 
Or a television series, which is made up of episodes. 
 
“Hush.”  Buffy the Vampire Slayer,  created by Joss Whedon, performance by Sarah Michelle 

 
Gellar, season 4, episode 10, Mutant Enemy, 1999. 

 
Or a website, which contains articles, postings, and almost any other kind of work. 
 
Hollmichel, Stefanie.  “The Reading Brain: Differences between Digital and Print.”   So Many  

 
Books,  25 April 2013, somanybooksblog.com/2013/04/25/the-reading-brain-differences- 
 
between-digital-and-print/. 

 
The above examples show works within one container. A container can, however, be nested in               
a larger container. A blog may form part of a network of similar blogs. Journals may be stored                  
on a digital platform such as JSTOR. A book of short stories may be read on Google Books . A                   
television series may be watched on Netflix . Sometimes a source is part of two separate               
containers. Documenting the containers in which sources are found is increasingly important,            
as more and more works are retrieved through databases. The reader needs to know which               
source was accessed since one copy of a work may differ from other copies. 
 
 
 
 



 
 
EXAMPLES OF WORKS WITH TWO CONTAINERS 
 
A journal found on a digital platform (note that both containers are italicized): 
 
Goldman, Anne.  “Questions of Transport: Reading Primo Levi Reading Dante.”  The Georgia 

 
Review,  vol. 64, no. 1, 2010, pp.69-88.  JSTOR ,  www.jstor.org/stable/41303188 . 

 
A television show: 
 
“Under the Gun.”  Pretty Little Liars,  season 4, episode 6, ABC Family, 16 July 2013.  Hulu , 

 
www.hulu.com/watch/511318. 

 
An E-book (work was originally published as a book): 
 
Gikandi, Simon.  Ngugi wa Thiong’o.   Cambridge UP, 2000.  ACLS Humanities E-book,  

 
hdl.handle.net/2027/heb.07588.001. 

 
A story accessed through a digital library (the story was originally published in a book): 
 
Poe, Edgar Allan.  “The Masque of the Red Death.”  The Complete Works of Edgar Allan 

 
Poe,  edited by James. A. Harrison, vol. 4, Thomas Y. Crowell, 1902, pp. 250-258. 
 
HathiTrust Digital Library,  babl.hathitrust.org/cgi/pt?id=coo.3192409574368;view= 
 
1up;seq=266. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.jstor.org/stable/41303188
http://www.hulu.com/watch/511318


 

     4. Other contributors, 

 
Aside from the author, other people may be credited in the source as contributors. If their                
participation is important to your research or to help identify the work, name the other               
contributors in the entry. Precede each name (or each group of names if applicable) with a                
description of the role. The most common are editors and translators, but you may also want to                 
acknowledge the illustrator of a children’s book or a performer or director. 
 
A work with an editor, not an author: 
 
Nunberg, Geoffrey, editor.  The Future of the Book.   U of California P, 1996. 
 
A work with an author and an editor: 
 
Dewar, James A, and Peng Hwa Ang.  “The Cultural Consequences of Printing and the  

 
Internet.”  Agent of Change: Print Culture Studies After Elizabeth L. Einstein, 
 
edited by Sabrina Alcorn Baron et al, U of Massachusetts P / Center for the Book, 
 
Library of Congress, 2007, pp. 365-377. 

 
A work with a translator: 
 
Most of the time the name of original author of a work is given precedence and listed first. 
 
Chartier, Roger.  The Order of Books: Readers, Authors, and Libraries in Europe between the 

 
Fourteenth and Eighteenth Centuries.   Translated by Lydia G. Cochrane, Stanford UP,  
 
1994. 

 
If a source such as a film, television episode, or performance has many contributors, include               
the ones most relevant to your project. For example, if you were writing about a key character,                 
it would make sense to acknowledge the creator and the actor who portrays the character. 
 
“Hush.”  Buffy the Vampire Slayer , created by Joss Whedon, performance by Sarah Michelle 

 
Gellar, season 4, episode 10, Mutant Enemy, 1999. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



     5. Version, 

 
Books are commonly issues in versions called editions . A revised version of a book may be                
labelled revised edition or be numbered (second edition , etc.). Versions of books are             
sometimes given other descriptions as well.  There are several examples provided below: 
 
Miller, Casey and Kate Swift.  Words and Women .  Updated ed., HarperCollins Publishers, 

 1991. 
 
Newcomb, Horace, editor.  Television: The Critical View .  7th ed., Oxford UP, 2007. 
 
Works in other media may also appear in versions.  
 
Scott, Ridley, director.  Blade Runner,  1982.  Performance by Harrison Ford, director’s cut, 

 
Warner Bros., 1992. 

 
Shakespeare, William.  The Tragedy of Othello .  Edited by Barbara Mowat and Paul Werstine,  

 
Version 1.3.1, Luminary Digital Media, 2013. 

 
 

     6. Number, 

 
The source you are documenting may be part of a numbered sequence, or a series of volumes. 
 
Wellek, Renė.  A History of Modern Criticism, 1750-1950.   Vol. 5, Yale UP, 1986. 
 
More commonly, you will encounter journals that are typically numbered by issue. Some             
journals use both volume and issue numbers. In general, the issues of a journal published in                
a single year compose one volume. Usually, volumes are numbered sequentially, while the             
numbering issues starts over with 1 in each new volume. 
 
Baron, Naomi S.  “Redefining Reading: the Impact of Digital Communication Media.”  PMLA,  

 
Vol. 128, no.1, Jan. 2013, pp. 193-200. 

 
Comic books are commonly numbered like journals--for instance, with issue numbers. 
 
Clowes, Daniel.  David Boring, Eightball,  no. 19,  Fantagraphics, 1998. 
 
 
 
 
 



The seasons of a television series are typically numbered in sequence, as are the episodes               
in a season.  Both numbers should be recorded in the Works Cited if available. 
 
“Hush.”  Buffy the Vampire Slayer,  created by Joss Whedon, performance by Sarah Michelle  
 

Gellar, season 4, episode 10, Mutant Enemy, 1999. 
 
 

     7. Publisher, 

 
The publisher is the organization primarily responsible for producing the source or making it              
available to the public. To determine the publisher of a book, look first on the title page. If no                   
publisher’s name appears there, look on the copyright page (usually the reverse of the title               
page). 
 
Jacobs, Alan.  The Pleasure of Reading in an Age of Distraction .  Oxford UP, 2011. 
 
Films and television series are often produced and distributed by several companies. Your             
citation should cite the organization that had the primary overall responsibility for it. 
 
Kruzui, Fran Rubel, director.  Buffy the Vampire Slayer .  Twentieth Century Fox, 1992. 
 
Web sites are published by various organizations, including museums, libraries and           
universities.. The publisher’s name can often be found in a copyright notice at the bottom of the                 
home page or on a page that gives information about the site (“about us” or “copyright” links). 
 
Harris, Charles, “Teenie.”  Woman in Paisley Shirt behind Counter in Record Store.  Teenie  

 
Harris Archive,  Carnegie Museum of Art, Pittsburgh, teenie.cmoa.org/interactive/index. 

 
 
Sometimes a book or website has more than one publisher.  Separate them with a slash (/) 
 
Manifold Greatness: The Creation and Afterlife of the King James Bible.   Folger Shakespeare 

 
Library / Bodleian Libraries, U of Oxford / Harry Ransom Center, U of Texas, Austin, 
 
Manifoldgreatness.org. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



A blog network is often considered the publisher of the blogs it hosts. 
 
Clancy, Kate.  “Defensive Scholarly Writing and Science Communication.”  Context and  

 
Variation,  Scientific American Blogs, 24 Apr. 2013,  
 
blogs.scientificamerican.com/context-and-variation/2013/04/24/defensive-scholarly- 
 
writing-and-science-communication/. 

 
If a web site’s title is essentially the same as the name of its publisher, the publisher’s name                  
may be omitted. Web sites that are not involved in producing the works they make available (a                 
service for user content like YouTube , an archive like ProQuest) will not list a publisher.               
Instead, the site will be included as the container. 
 

     8. Publication date, 

 
Sources-especially those published online-may have more than one publication date. A work            
online may have been published previously in another medium (book, broadcast, album,            
etc.).When a source carries more than one date, cite the date that is more relevant to your use                  
of the source. If you found something online that existed in print first, cite the online publication                 
date since that is the version you consulted. Whether to give the year alone or to include a                  
month and day usually depends on your source: write the full date as you find it there. 
 
An article found online: 
 
Deresiewicz, William.  “The Death of the Artist--and the Birth of the Creative Entrepreneur.”  

 
The Atlantic,  28 Dec. 2014, www.theatlantic.com/magazine/archive/2015/01the-death- 
 
of-the-artist-and-the-birth-of-the-creative-entrepreneur/383497. 

 
The same article found as a print source: 

 
Deresiewicz, William.  “The Death of the Artist--and the Birth of the Creative  

 
Entrepreneur.”  The Atlantic,  Jan.-Feb. 2015, pp.92-97. 

 
Many online sources include the date when the video or article was posted to the Web. This                 
information needs to be cited as well. 
 
“Buffy the Vampire Slayer:  Unaired Pilot 1996.”  YouTube , uploaded by Brian Stowe, 28 Jan.  

 
2012. www/youtube.com/watch?v=WR3J-v7QXXw. 
 

 

http://www.theatlantic.com/magazine/archive/2015/01the-death


When documenting a book, look for the date of publication on the title page or copyright page.                 
If more than one date appears, select the most recent one. 
 
Ellison, Ralph.  The Invisible Man.   Vintage Books, 1995. 
 
 

     9. Location. 

 
How to specify a work’s location depends on the type of publication. In print sources a page                 
number (p.) or a range of page numbers (pp.) specifies the location of a text in a container                  
such as a book, anthology or periodical. 
 
Adichie, Chimamanda Ngozi.  “On Monday of Last Week.”  The Thing Around Your Neck,  Alfred  
 

A. Knopf, 2009, pp. 74-94. 
 
The location of an online work is usually indicated by its URL, or web address. While URLs                 
define where online material is located, they have a few disadvantages: they cannot be clicked               
on in print. They also clutter the Works Cited List and they tend to quickly become obsolete.                 
However, even an outdated URL can be useful since it provides the reader with information               
about where the work was once found. The best rule of thumb regarding including URL               
addresses is to check with your teacher as to what he/she prefers, and follow those               
instructions. 
 
If your source offers URLs that it says are stable (sometimes called permalinks ), use them in 
your entry.  Some publishers assign DOIs, or digital object identifiers, to their online 
publications.  A DOI remains attached to a source even if the URL changes.  When possible, 
citing a DOI is preferable to citing a URL. 
 
Chan, Evans.  “Postmodernism and Hong Kong Cinema.”  Postmodern Culture,  vol. 10, no. 3,  

 
May 2000.  Project Muse,  doi:10.1353/pmc.2000.0021. 

 
A physical object that you experienced first hand (not in a reproduction), such as a work of art                  
or an artifact, is located in a place, commonly an institution. Give the name of the place and its                   
city (omit the city if it is part of the place’s name). 
 
Bearden, Romare.  The Train .  1975, Museum of Modern Art, New York. 
 
Record the location of a performance, a lecture, or another form of live performance by naming                
the venue and its city (but omit the city if it is part of the venue’s name). 
 
Atwood, Margaret.  “Silencing the Scream.”  Boundaries of the Imagination Forum.   MLA Annual  

 
Convention, 29 Dec. 1993.  Royal York Hotel, Toronto. 

 



In-text Citations 
 

The author’s last name and the page number of the source of the quotation, idea, or 
paraphrase, must appear in the text of the essay.  A complete reference must be listed on the 
Works Cited page.  One can introduce the author’s name as part of the sentence in the essay or 
in parentheses after the quotation, but the page number must always be in parentheses.  Note 
that the final punctuation always goes after the last parenthesis when the quotation is within the 
text of the essay.  Although the abbreviations p and pp. are used for page and pages in the 
Works Cited List, they are not used in the in-text citation. 

  
Examples: 
  
Direct Quotation-One Author 
  
For soldiers in World War I, work did not end when darkness fell.  Instead, “troops in the line 
would spend much of their night on guard, repairing wire or trenches, patrolling or carrying up 
the wire, duckboards and sandbags. . .” (Holmes 123-124). 
  
Ondaatje writes, “In the tunnel under Lake Ontario two men shake hands on an incline of mud. 
Beside them a pickaxe and a lamp, their dirt-streaked faces pivoting to look towards the 
camera” (105). 
  
  
Paraphrase of Author’s idea-One Author 
  
The historian Richard Holmes observes that it is the soldier’s duty to use force that distinguishes 
him from the average civilian (31). 
  
Direct Quotation- (for more than one work by the same author) 
  
By using a shortened version of the title, the writer lets the reader know which source is being 
used. 
  
“They stood under the hot pipes, not noticeably changing for two or three minutes—as if, like an 
actress unable to return to the real world from a role, they would be forever contained in that 
livid colour, only their brains free of it”  (Ondaatje, Lion  132). 
  
Direct Quotation: Poetry 
  
If you quote part or all of a single line of verse that does not require special emphasis, put it in 
quotation marks within your text.  You may also incorporate two or three lines using this format, 
using a slash with a space on each side (/) to separate them. 
  
Thomas’ unique use of language is seen in the first lines of “Fern Hill” when he writes, “Now as I 
was young and easy under the apple boughs / About the lilting house and happy as the grass 
was green,” (1). 
 



 
For a source with no known Author 
When a source has no known author, use a shortened title of the work instead of an author 
name.  Place the title in quotation marks if it’s a short work (such as an article) or italicize it if it’s 
a longer work such a play, book or website. 
  
We see so many global warming hotspots in North America likely because this region has “more 
readily accessible climate data and more comprehensive programs to monitor and study 
environmental change…” (“Impact of Global Warming” 6). 
  
The abbreviated title refers the read to the Works Cited. 
  
  
Long Quotations 
  
Quotations longer than four lines must be set off from the text of the essay by beginning a new 
line, indenting the same space as to start a new paragraph, and typing it double-spaced, without 
adding quotation marks.  Usually a colon is used to introduce the quotation, but sometimes 
other punctuation is appropriate. 
  
When Frankenstein’s creation comes to life, the doctor quickly realizes what he has done: 
  
 How can I describe my emotions at this catastrophe, or how delineate the wretch 

 whom with such infinite pains and care I had endeavoured to form?  His limbs 

 were in proportion, and I had selected his features as beautiful.  Beautiful—Great 

 God!  His yellow skin scarcely covered the work of muscles and arteries beneath; 

 his hair was of a lustrous black, and flowing; his teeth of a pearly whiteness; but 

 these luxuriances only formed a more horrid contrast with his watery eyes, that 

 seemed almost the same colour as the dun white sockets in which they were set, 

 his shrivelled complexion, and straight black lips.  (Shelley 85) 

  
Direct Quotations- Plays 
  
When quoting from one of Shakespeare’s plays, the act, scene and line numbers 
must be placed in parentheses after the quotation.  Periods are used to separate each part of 
the reference. 
  
Understanding the language of Shakespeare’s time is necessary for correct interpretation. 
In Shakespeare’s day when Juliet asked, “O Romeo, Romeo! Wherefore art thou Romeo?” 
(2.2.33) she is not asking where he is, but why must he be a Montague, and an enemy of her 
family. 
  



 
Works of Drama other than Shakespeare: 
The page number, act, and scene (if any) are placed in parentheses.  The playwright’s name 
must be cited if it is not part of the introduction to the quotation. 
  
In Death of a Salesman , Linda defends Willie Loman by stating, “He’s not the finest character 
that ever lived.  But he’s a human being, and a terrible thing is happening to him.”  (Miller 56; act 
1) 
  
Quoting Dialogue from a Dramatic work: 
If you quote dialogue between two or more characters in a play, set the quotation off from your 
text.  Begin each part of the dialogue with the character’s name indented and written all in 
capital letters.  Follow the name with a period, and start the quotation.  Indent all subsequent 
lines in that character’s speech three spaces. When the speaker changes, indent and continue 
with the same pattern.  Double space the dialogue.  
  
When Romeo encounters Paris in the graveyard, he does his best to avoid a fight with the 
young man who believed he was betrothed to Juliet, but his words merely incense Paris: 
  
 ROMEO.   I beseech thee, youth, 

      Put not another sin upon my head, 

      By urging me to fury: O, be gone! 

      By heaven, I love thee, better than myself; 

      For I come hither arm’d against myself. 

      Stay not, be gone; live, and hereafter say 

      A madman’s mercy bade thee run away. 

 PARIS.  I do defy thy conjurations, 

      And apprehend thee for a felon here. (5.1.64-70) 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

© 2016 K. Morrow 


