
EBSCO Tips and Tricks

1. http://search.ebscohost.com/
Use login s1962673
And password ycdsb_22

2.   Take the time to create a username and password. It will stay with you through
post-secondary and allows you to create folders, register searches, access your
search history, etc.  It’s worth the few minutes it takes to set it up.

3.  When you log on to our EBSCO website, you will find several options:

Most of the time you will want to use the EBSCOhost option as it contains all the
sub databases.   Just looking for Canadian results? Try Canadian Reference Centre.

When you click on you will see a list of all the sub databases.  I
always click on the “select all” button.  It will give you a warning that
the response time might be slower, but I’ve never had a problem.

4. Now that you’ve reached the search screen, you have several options:
If you click on “Boolean Search” that allows you to combine key words with
modifiers such as “and”, “or” and “not.”  “Not” allows you to exclude a search
term.  This is a great way to search if you have more than one key topic word.  For
example, “monuments” and “New York.”  Additionally, you can use “find all my
search terms” which broadens the possibilities.  Spending some time brainstorming
and narrowing your research topic before you start searching is a good strategy.
The narrower your focus, the more relevant the results you will find.

http://search.ebscohost.com/


Always make sure that “full text” is activated when you are searching.  Otherwise
you may only get an abstract (summary) of something rather than the entire article.

Sometimes your teacher may ask you to find at least one source that is peer
reviewed.  This means that an expert in the subject field has edited the source and it
is an academic source.  For example, would you want to use an article from
Cosmopolitan on bipolar disorder or something you found in The Journal of
American Psychology?

5. Once you’ve conducted your first search, a pop up screen will appear on the left
hand side, providing options to refine your search further.  You may not need to use
them; however, if you have a large number of search results, using the refine
options may be helpful.



If you think an article seems promising, click on the title and…

The abstract provides a short description of what the article is about.  If you choose
to read the article there are usually two format options: html full text or pdf full text.
Clicking on the “cite” button on the right allows one to cut and paste the
appropriate documentation style.  Just make sure to edit for format, spacing, etc.
The article can be added to the essay folder if you’ve created one, or you can
download the article into your google drive.

6. If the topic you are researching is an ongoing project, you can register your topic
with EBSCO (if you have an account) and receive emails when something new on
your topic has been uploaded to EBSCO.  Pretty cool!
When you are in your search results screen, click on “Share” and from the menu
choose “email alert.”  You’ll then enter your email address and indicate the
frequency that you want to receive alerts.  This service means EBSCO will monitor
information on your topic for you.


