
 

 

January 20, 2020 
 
Dear Parents/Guardians and Families of the Hastings and Prince Edward District School Board: 
 

Re: Escalating Work Action, Elementary Interim Report Cards 
 
As I am sure you are aware, school boards across Ontario continue to be involved in and are 
responding to escalating work actions taken by several bargaining units and unions. In the case of the 
Hastings and Prince Edward District School Board, this is specific to the Ontario Secondary School 
Teachers’ Federation (OSSTF) and the Elementary Teachers’ Federation of Ontario (ETFO). 
Combined, these two staffing groups support students in all of our classrooms from Kindergarten to 
Grade 12 and include special education resource programs, as well. 
 
The ongoing labour challenges are between the Provincial Government, through the Ontario Ministry of 
Education and the bargaining groups that represent teachers and support staff across all school 
boards. It is important to note this distinction. The actions taken by the union groups affect and impact 
our schools, students and families, they are not being taken against the Hastings and Prince Edward 
District School Board. As a result, after careful consideration of the facts and in consultation with 
Board’s senior administration and school administration, the following decisions have been made: 
 

• Elementary Interim Report Cards (K-8) that would have normally been completed and sent 
home to parents/guardians and families on February 18 will not be forthcoming 

• Grade 9 EQAO provincial math assessments for Semester 1 will not occur at secondary schools 
across the HPEDSB 

• All staff and committee meetings of the Board that include members of the ETFO and OSSTF 
have been cancelled 

 
I think it prudent and only fair to indicate to all parents and families that no decisions have been made 
at this time about final end-of-year June report cards for either elementary or secondary. Decisions 
regarding EQAO assessments and reporting originally scheduled between now and the end of the year 
will be made with the information we have at that time. As the Board’s Chief Education Officer, if I feel 
in my professional judgement that any assessment of student learning cannot be guaranteed with total 
integrity for the direct benefit of the student, it will simply not happen. Assessment and the necessary 
reporting by our teaching staff to parents and the students themselves must have total reliability and we 
all must have full confidence in them; this includes staff.  
 
No doubt the recent job actions and subsequent required responses taken by the Board will be 
unsettling for families and staff, and most importantly our students, your children. As a parent myself of 
a student attending high school, I relate and empathize with all families who are trying to mitigate such 
actions and minimize disruption to your lives. I want to assure all parents and guardians, and our staff 
as well, that the Board will commit to do the same, amidst very challenging circumstances and with 
developments that often give little notice or allowance for preparation. We will also commit to doing our 
very best at keeping families informed through numerous communicative channels, including the 
HPEDSB website, local media and social media (such as Twitter and Instagram). 
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In closing, while some feel that particular issues need to be the focal point during such disruption and 
uncertainty, I respectfully ask all of our Hastings and Prince Edward District School Board community to 
bear in mind, that we are more than neighbours, colleagues and associates—we are family. It is my 
intention and hope to protect our local relationships and offer that the dust always settles. Our actions 
today may not easily be forgotten tomorrow. We respect our staff greatly and believe that our strength 
is our people. We must also never forget that we are here for one reason and one reason only, and that 
is to work in the service and interests of our young people: our students, your children. 
 
Thank you for understanding and patience. If you have any questions or comments please feel free to 
contact us at the Hastings and Prince Edward District School Board. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
Sean Monteith 
Director of Education 


