April 7, 2020
RE COVID 19: Update on learning at home and access to technology
Dear Students, Parents/Guardians, Families and Staff:
In these uncertain times, I want to let you know that, first and foremost, our thoughts continue to be the
health of everyone in our HPEDSB family. We urge you to continue practicing physical distancing in
order to reduce the spread of COVID-19.
I am communicating with our entire school community to share primarily two key messages. The first is
to inform you of what is happening this week and in the weeks ahead, in terms of your child’s learning
and progress, and teacher contact with all of our students. I will also speak to accessing technology, for
families who may require assistance.
Our teachers and school principals/vice-principals are eager to reconnect and re-engage with their
students. By now, your child’s teacher will have contacted you about what to anticipate for learning
expectations. This is in response to a letter to parents from the Minister of Education last week. The
letter outlined the minimum expectations for teachers to provide school work/learning materials, which
are as follows:
•
•
•

JK-Grade 6 will be provided with 5 hours of work per student, per week;
Grades 7-8 will be provided with 10 hours of work per student, per week; and
Grades 9-12 will be provided with 3 hours per course, per student, per week.

I also want you to know that we are aware of many families who have limited access to, or are totally
without technology at home. Principals have been in touch with families who they know could use
assistance in this area. As a result, next week we will be distributing school-owned Chromebooks to our
most needy families on a loaner basis. I want to reassure our families and students that any laptop or
Chromebook that is loaned to you will have undergone a cleaning and met the required local public
health cleansing protocol before being distributed.
The other matter I wish to raise is parent/staff expectations of their children learning at home, and
ensuring that report cards, marks/grades and assessment (as it might have occurred in the normal
classroom experience) are approached from a very non-traditional perspective. We are not living,
working, teaching and learning in the “regular” classroom environment. Assignments, lessons and
assessments are going to look very different. While we maintain high expectations, it is a cause of great
concern for me, as Director of Education, that the stress level in households is exponentially increasing
during these incredibly challenging times.
Calls to the Kids-Help Phone have increased in recent weeks by 350% nationally and calls provincially
to domestic violence centres are seeing dramatic spikes. The last thing our families need is an additional
stressor by feeling that their children are not keeping up, or have concerns about marks. I ask—both as
a teacher myself and as a father—for all of us to do the best we can to be reasonable and understand
that every one of us is working in very challenging environments.
We must never lose perspective that our kids need us to be there for them, now more than ever.
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-2We, at the Hastings and Prince Edward District
School Board, will continue to establish clear
parameters and support structures for our staff,
families and our students. In doing this, we need to
always be mindful of what is reasonable to expect and
what is reasonable to ask of our kids in this
environment. As a colleague once reminded, “We
only come this way once.” Let’s remember that kids
are kids.
To support families and students, we continue to
make available two at-home learning/engagement
options: one is our HPEDSB Learning at Home
website and the other is our full-page, colour ads in
the free weekly community newspapers. The
resources and activities at both are educator created
and verified, and are listed by grade. The newspaper
ads, in particular, feature a series of language and
mathematics activities for K-12 that can easily be
done at home. Both the online resources and
newspaper ads are available at the above link.
Our website, www.HPEschools.ca contains the most
current information we have about COVID-19,
including tips sheets for families and educators, links
to public health agencies, and perhaps most
important, contact information for Kids Help Phone.

Look in your free community newspaper this week and
in the weeks to come for a full-page colour ad with
No-Tech Learning Activities of the Week.

I encourage you to keep in touch with your child’s
teacher(s), as they care about your child’s learning and engagement. Stay safe and be well.
Sincerely,

Sean Monteith
Director of Education

